
Petworth Town Historical  
Walk Guide  

Follow this one hour walk to discover the connections  
between Petworth House and Town which have been  
intimately linked for over 900 years.  

Introduction 

Petworth House and Town have been intimately linked for 
over 900 years. Follow this one hour walk to discover the  
connections, highlighting the history of Petworth in Georgian 
times when the 3rd Earl of Egremont resided at Petworth 

House.  

Photo credit Rob Buress 



High Street 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

Petworth House 

Petworth House has been a family home for over 900 years  
initially owned by the Percy family, Earls of Northumberland.  
On the death of Algernon Percy in 1750 the family title  
transitioned to Earls of Egremont. The 3rd Earl of Egremont 

was a philanthropist who devoted much of his time to  
improving agriculture, rural income, investing in new ventures 
such as canals and sponsoring public amenities while  



becoming a leading Patron of the arts.  Petworth House is now 
known for it’s incredible art collection and Capability Brown  
landscape. 

 Start outside St. Mary's Church 

The church has its visible origins in the medieval period, but 

has been much made over in the early twentieth century. The 
13th Century Becket Chapel retains many links to the Percy 
family of Petworth House. The 9th, 10th and 11th Earls of 
Northumberland are all buried in a purpose built vault. In 
1801 the 3rd Earl married Elizabeth Ilive in a private ceremony.  

 Cross the road and head down Lombard Street 

This narrow cobbled street would still be recognisable to the 

3rd Earl today. 200 years ago you would have found shops  
including a boot maker, saddler, baker and greengrocer.  Look 
out for the butchers shop on the right with blue tiles still in 
place.  200 years ago the centre of the cobbled way would 
have been an open sewer!  

Kevis House  
Walter Kevis was a footman at Petworth House until 1877 
when he became a photographer and tobacconist.  

The  Market Square in the 3rd Earl’s day 

This was an important sheep market 200 years ago. Imagine 
the cars replaced with sheep! 
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Leconfield Hall 
There has been a market hall in this Square since Tudor times. 
In 1794 the current hall was built on orders of the 3rd Earl. It 
was the court house and council meeting place. A prison cell 
still exists at the top of the building. The ground floor would 

have originally been open and the current windows were then 
open arches. 

The Star Pub is the oldest continuously operating commercial 
premises in Petworth. It started as the Black Bull, leased from 
the 9th Earl of Northumberland in the early 1600s.  

 United Reformed Church 
Since the mid 1600a non-conformists have met in various  
buildings around Petworth. The cornerstone of the existing 
church was built in 1855. 

 Carefully cross the square and walk towards the High 
Street 
After the Beer Act passed in 1830, any one who could pay for 
a licence was able to sell beer from their own home. The  
number of  beer houses reached 21, many of which were on 
this street. A concerned Parish Vestry visited the town to warn 
people of the penalty for being drunk. 

 Walk up the High Street to Petworth Cottage Museum  
In 1910 this was the home of Mrs Mary Cummings, a  
seamstress at Petworth House. The cottage is less like a  
museum and more of a living memory of Mary’s time here. 
The cottage has been restored, redecorated and furnished as if 
it was a 1910 Estate Cottage.  
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Return to Middle Street and turn right 
Further along Angel Street you will find The Sacred Heart 
Church. The owner of Burton Hill house paid for the building 
of the church in 1894 at a cost of £15,000. 

Go along Middle Street towards East Street 

East Street is a fascinating mix of buildings, with some  
Georgian frontages covering Tudor buildings. Look out for 
Stringers Hall where William Tyler, the 3rd Earl’s land agent 
lived. Tyler was responsible for the collection of rent, including 
chasing late payments and advising on the employment of 
servants. This role made him rather unpopular around town, 
especially given that he was paid more than any of the  
other servants. 

Coultershaw Heritage Site and Burton Mill 
Just a short drive from Petworth Town you find Coultershaw 
and Burton Mill. In 1782 a beam pump was built at  
Coultershaw to pump water up to serve Petworth House and 
town. Today you can see a waterwheel, historic water pump 
and 21st Century Archimedes screw turbine. Burton Mill was 
part of Burton Manor and is mentioned in the Domesday 
Book. The current building dates from 1780 and is now once 
again milling flour using water power. Across the road is  
Burton Mill Pond nature reserve.  
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Please check each website for opening information  
before visiting.  

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth  

www.stmaryspetworth.org.uk 

www.petworthcottagemuseum.org.uk 

www.burtonmill.org.uk 

www.coultershaw.co.uk 

www.petworthvision.org 

In collaboration with 
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https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth-house-and-park
http://www.stmaryspetworth.org.uk/
http://www.petworthcottagemuseum.co.uk/
https://burtonmill.org/
https://coultershaw.co.uk/
https://www.petworthvision.org/

